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6ede's de cabenrnruIo arfr de cetnplo

Tessa Morrison

Abstract
The Temple of Solomon is the most frequently mentioned building in the Bible. The

dimensions, a description of the overall plan and the artefacts of the Temple, are

described in I Kings 6-8 and Ez*iel 40-42. However, the architectural plan and design

of the features of the Temple are a forgotten memory that has been the subject of much

speculation. Not a single stone or any contemporary image that can be identified with
the Temple of Solomon has survived. However, this has not prevented the Temple from
being one of the most important and influential buildings, in both philosophical and

physical manifestations, throughout time. In I Corinttrians, Paul ofTarsus claimed that
he was like amaster-builder laying the foundations of the ternple of God; this ternple
was built of faithful souls. Paul tumed away from a physical temple to the congregation
and the spiritual temple. Solomon's Temple and Paul's master builder analogy become

a powerful and enduring temple metaphor in Christian writings. Bede's De Tabernaculo
nd De Templo reflect this tradition by claiming that the building of the Tabemacle and

Solomon's Temple signified one and the same Church of Christ. This paper explores

Bede's vision of Solomon's Temple, the building and the metaphor.

The Tabernacle and the Temple of Solomon
The plans of the Tabernacle and the Temple of Solomon are

described in Exodus 25-27,King6-8 and Ezekiel 40-43. The Tabernacle of
Moses was a portable shrine in a nomadic tent that served as a temple of
God among the exiled Israelites during their years of wbndering in the

wifderness. In Exodus 25-27 its architectural features and its contents are

described in detail. It was erected for the last time when the Israelites

settled in the land of Canaan and was eventually replaced by the Temple of
King Solomon. After the erection of the Temple, the Tabernacle was not
mentioned again in the Bible. However, its architectural features evolved

into a stron! symbolic architecture of exile through the ageS.r The

Tabernacle became linked with the history of the Temple of Solomon as its

predecessor both spiritually and architecturally.
The Temple of Solomon is the most frequently mentioned building

in the Bible: it is mentioned in 23 out of the 39 books in the Hebrew

Scriptures and in I I out of 27 books in the Christian Scriptures. Biblical

scholars claim that Solomon reigned for 40 years, and the date given for the

building of the Temple of Solomon is 959 BCE.2 The desfiuction of the

S Tigerman, The Architecture of Exile (New Yorlq 1988).

A Panot, The Temple ofJerusalem, hans B E Hooke (London,1957\ 12.
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Temple was besieged by Pompey's troops in 63 BCE, but it was not looted
or destroyed. It was in a bad state of repair and was torn down in 20-19
BCE whln King Herod built a further Temple.l3 Accounts of Herod's
Temple are in Josephus's Antiqities XV.2 and lVars of the Jews V.5.r4 The
area occupied by Herod's temple enclosure was approximately 35 acres,lt
which was a substantial increase compared with the estimated area of the
enclosure of Solomon's Temple of eight acres.t6 According to Josephus,rT

llcrod had douhled the area that the second Temple had occupied. In 70
('l:. atle'r a gencral insurrcclion in Palestine. tlre enrperor Titus caused this
tlrird l'cnrplc to hc dcslrorcd hy lirt'. and norv only' thal part known as the
\l'ailing \f,'all rcnrnins. lhc llcritxlian 'l'cmplc. and the remains of the
prcrkrus tcmplcs. strxrd on thc sitc shich is norv occupied by the seventh-
ccnlun Mosquc ol' Ontar: the Dorne of the Rock.'n This renders any

excavation of the site extremely unlikely. Thus, any suggestion of
archaeological proof of the existence of Solomon's Temple must remain
speculative.

However, a significant body of philosophy, architecture and art has

been based on speculative conclusions regarding the Temple. The Temple
possessed a unique authority over architecture as well as the theological
minds of both the Jewish and Christian worlds until at least the nineteenth
century. In the Christian hadition writers such as Augustine have perceived

Solomon's Temple to be not only an earthly Temple of divine proportions
but also a symbbl of the Temple in heaven having tle same proportions.re

Abelard, a pupil of Thierry, compared the New Jerusalem described in the
Revelation of John to the temple precinct of Solomon as God's regal palace:

this analory is found in the apocryphal Book of Wisdom 9:8. Abelard
claimed that the Temple of Solomon was permeated by the divine
harmonies in ways that rbflected the celestial sphere.2o

The seventeenth century in England was an era of religious turmoil,
civil and international war, plague and catastrophes such as the 1666 fire of
London. Attempts to justifr and explain what appeared to be an apocalyptic
era (not helped by the number of the year of the fire) led to a strange

l3

l4

l5

t6

t7

l8

l9

20

Prrot"The Temple of Jerusalem,78.
Josephus, Antiquities and llars of the "/ews hans W Whiston, "/osephus: Complete
Ilorks (Cnand Rapids, 1960).

Votaw, 'The Temple at Jerusalem in Jesus' Day',174,
Barton, 'The Jerusalem of David and Solomon', l6
Josephus, llarsl,v;r.i.
Votaw, 'The Temple at Jerusalem in Jesus' Day', l7l; Ousterhou! 'The Temple,
the Sepulchre, and the Martyrion of the Savior', 49; Barton, 'The Jerusalem of
David and Solomon', 16.

Augustine, The City of God ed and trans H S Bettenson (Harmondsworth, 1972)

l7 .3, l7 .20, 18.45, 18.48, 21.26.
P Abelard, Theologia Christiano II.384 trans V Cousin (Paris, 1859).



gtz

'zt't'z
v sn\orcDuraqDJ aQ sePaa

apoad qsryEug aqtp trotslH
) ocltsolsaprg olrorslH 'ePeg

'u^x d lB (9661 '1oodu11)
rr^x 6uorlcnpo{u1, ',(111e1.6 1

l\ elduEl eql [EupFnql
ugeH eql Jo eldoad
soIAI roc '(uoqeuecul
rlq \ pale Jo ePnI{ntu
ral eql Jo drqsuuurlroarr

Jo 's! l?ql) enEoEeufs

Jo dn{su"uDlJo^A eql
uet eq ppor seF€npws otllJo
)eedJo uolsl^, 3 s? p3leJfuelul
q P?q pwl 1BIR Jo dgsEut>1

31 p?q selllesrsJ eql rage ilrnq
eql eldulel aql pel3l6lseP eq
seillesJsl aql ual{ \ ssaueplllr\
.p Jo EUPIlnq eql elc?uraqsJ
) elqslou e 

^\alp 
epeg 'qcJnqc

us eql qloq qtnoqllv
'qcrnqt

)q r pecuuFq prrB snoluourpq
;empeJ puu uqd eql 'epeg oI
alsu tupllng eql pw spefqo
freng 'uoruolos go e1dual

r lsrnpeilqcr-e go suopdpcsap
ru snpoxg Jo qxal pcllqlg
xs flpguec all 'srer{prq slq

x Prm opcpu,ppJ aQ s8 qJns

a l?ql 
^rolloJ 

plno \ lI
ardrelur pue esues 4eql
'sarqducg floq eqt uo
o{ slJ"$xe JeFq e)pur
ro ,(ru rog 'sseulsnq fut
rro r|.rEel o1 1q311ap ,(ru
yo ,(pus aqt ol fle{lue
yr1 ,{ru 11e peds enuq 1

leqt Paqslc ePag'unto 13u 7
lerEolqolnu Jelrq B uI sz'l1L

0€

6Z

8Z

'l^x (t66I '1ood.mr1)
apDunqDJ arlt uO :apag'(pe) reppg C V ul l^xx-^x iuoqcnPo.qul 'raploH 0 V

'Ggat
5po1,reN pne uopuo-1) ra,notlnltgfiopny o1 pa|uasat4 *(ossX'euliae'l f W PUE

resurd C ur LSI-EVI.6rxelesruef Jo a1durel, aqro; sdpeq u,ttotolun, 'lpeua4 3
'te?0 sn qlesnqrBssBl^J ete;p3 uosqeg (9391c) ,tnopn| g.nnlcuog ouo{

ag twlto snqlnb ut uopuncas wattod 14ttqdot4 prya7 po ouawo8a1ot4'uolmep 1

'zz
(yg61 'uopuoj suosawaaq aqtto p1'to44 taroas aql :Pooqraqvrg a4Z 'iltlu1l S
'(3993 'uene11 ,te1$ stapuo114 ualcuy 3u1p11nqay :nouslt^oH solotltlN 1;rH A

(gg41 'uopuol) sua.q1 aryto Qlwog aryp u1owa7,y :orlouato4'uu71r3
{6961 'proyg) uotung uqoTp stl.torg

snoauoilazslrll aq1'Ka1Ep11rt1D W Pa4loryUldg aldwal q uoaolo5 'uufung 1

-672pouad eql u! ua11lJr\ sem o1dwal aO uottmdtuoc sll ellll \ ,"'gZL-lZL
poFed eql m ue$lrr ueeq eAeq ol peJeplsuoo sr. oft trunqDJ aO

oflual aQ paa oprDuaqoJ aQ

'uoruolosJo eldutal eql puu elc"tuequl
eql ot uorlElal u toqdBplu sF$ Pesn {po epeq nr'seqcrnqc Jaqp ol spua$e
roqdepur srql erer{1r| uolrlp?Jl rol?l o{llun pI 'qcmqc uPpslr[Ic lesre lun
eql roJ roqde1etu e s" eldulel eqlJo uopcnrsuot eql pesn epeg 'uolgps4

qsr^\ef Jo uopElrdordft ue!$lrllJ oql q selor fo1 pefeld feql pue uouolos

Jo elduel ew puu sosoIAI Jo elmtueq?I aql tupmorms s?3pl Jo ul?q3

sql w qooq ppuengq pw tulrnpue NoIrI eIRJo o/$ ere o4ual aQ pue
opilru,pqoJ ac' s.opeg 'sJaqp u€ql lwcgluEls eJou ueaq e ?q q€qc slql
q qull eqlJo eutos 'e1drua1 ego uoqducsep IsJqcelqcru lueltu? ue tuog
surals 'suollepeJllreru luareslp ut Eq{nseJ uago 'eup q8norq1 ssapl Jo
urcqc snonuruoc qql ,.'eldruel eIDJo eJnltolqcJu eql ut pepocue_ sB 'pog
Jo pulul eql pue asre,rnfr ew pusNrePun ol slqrssod eq pFo^\ l! eldulsJ eql
uo suoqslnqsc pJll?Itleqlsul Isluetuupurg 3ur14.reprm qEnorqr l?ql lqSnoql
eH 'esrellrm eql Jo updenlq eql s? 1 panlecred aq pue uoqe4dsul eump
u sen eldrual s.uouolos rsl{l pe^e!l3q uo$eN Juasl rz'LILI ul uopuo'I
ur peqqlqelse Suraq eEpol l$g aql qltr 'fiepog suosetueerd eqlJo erol eql

Jo u?d eumceq slql 'suosutu or lq8nel ueeq $Jgl p?tl ,{4eruoeE Jo spJces

uupd,fflg eql eJaqt\ aq o1 pesoddns eJe/rt eldurel s.uotuolos Jo ?upilnq
puu suolsueup pcgw(qd aql ,.'&grnd Fmpe{qJr? pue setllunb lserellF
sI pelBo^er pa eleq oq l?ql suo-licnporder IEreAes tupnpord'e1due1 eql;o
,(pn$ asue$1 uB eperu pel{ rootu$l \?H s?lotltlN zz'uouolosJo elduel eqt

Jo uoqrn4suoc eqlJo speure4nber lecpqcel eqr puu setuedord lucrsfqd eq1

u pa6erelu! s?/t uer4\ reqdolsgq3 ,r'uopz4dsut aupp amd ol panql:1p
sen eldurel eW Jo empe1lqus aq1 'pazyonlpqdg a1dwa1 s.uouolos
s.uu,{ung uqof uI ',fterrocstp tspuelts puu pez snolE11er Jo aJnillru

uopDlf,osaD pArlpour dpoa uoquarsno ap Jo 1ruano!

9l

gz

bz

EZ

tz



scovery. In John Bunyan's
tecture of the Temple was
iopher Wren was interested in
irements of the construction of
oor had made an intense study
rs that he believed revealed its
The physical dimensions and
red to be where the Eryptian
masons. This became part of
iint lodge being established in
:hat Solomon's Temple was a
blueprint of the universe. He
I mathematical calculations on
d the universe and the mind of
mple.2s This continuous chain
ifferent manifestations, stems

. temple. Some of the links in
hers. Bede's De Tabernaculo
g and influential books in this
of Moses and the Temple of
ristian appropriation of Jewish
Temple as a metaphor for the
tradition where this metaphor

:his metaphor in relation to the

ave been wriffen in the period
was written in the period 729-

i Midgley, The Miscellaneous

tthe ll/rens (London, 1750).
:ient lllonders (New Haven, 2002).
ofthe Freemasons (London, 1984)

'rtem secandam in quibw aginr De
lege Massachusetts MS 0434.
, ofJerusalem" 143-157 in D Fraser
littkower (London and New York,

lder(ed), Bede: On the Tabernacle

votume 3 - rooT

731.28 In a brief autobiographical note in Historia Ecclesiastico Gentis
Anglorum, Bede claimed that

I have spent all my life in this monastery, applying myself
entirely to the study of the Scriptures; . . . it has always been
my delight to learn or to teach or to write ... I have made it
my business, for my own benefit and that of my brothers, to
make brief extracts from the works of the venerable fathers
on the holy Scriptures, or to add notes of my own to clarify
their sense and interpretation.2e

It would follow that Bedeg purpose in writing scriptural exegesis
such as De Tabernaculo and De Templo was his own edification and that of
his brothers. He carefully executed a verse-by-verse commentary on the
Biblical texts of Exodus and Kings, which is largely composed of
descriptions of architectural detail of the Tabernacle of Moses and the
Temple of Solomon. Every architectural feature, the measurements, the
objects and the building material were examined in a systematic manner.
To Bede, the plan and features of the Tabernacle and the Temple created a
harmonious and balanced whole, which were an allegory of the Christian
church.

Although both the sanctuaries were allegorical of the Christian
church, Bede drew a notable distinction between them. He designated the
Tabernacle the building of the present chwch, since it was built in the
wilderness when the Israelites were on the road to the promised land, while
he designated the Temple the repose of the future church, because it was
built after the Israelites had taken possession of the promised land and the
kingship of that land had been established. The Temple was to be
interpreted as a'vision ofpeace'.3o For Bede, the difference in the features
ofthe sanctuaries could be generalised as follows.

The workmanship of the tabernacle is the time of the
synagogue (that is, of the ancient people of God), but the
workmanship of the temple sigrrifies the church (that is that
multitude of elect which has come to faith after the Lord's
incarnation). For Moses completed the tabernacle with the
people of the Hebrews alone, but Solomon finished

[building] the temple with a multitude of proselytes gathered

29

30

J O'Reilly, 'lntroduction' xviiJv in Bede: On the Temple trans S Connolly
(Liverpool, 1995) at p xvii.
Bede, Historia Ecclesiastica Gentis Anglorum trans translator The Ecclesiastical
History of the English People (Oxford, 1994) Chapter 24.
Bede, De Tabernaculo Eans A G Holder, On the Tabernacle (Liverpool, 1994)
2.1.42.
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suggests the hope of future sublimity, in which He foresaw
either that He Himself would be glorified after His passion

or that we shall be glorified.aT

However, it was through the construction and the measurements of
the Temple that Bede was able to gloriS Christian ideals. Although the
Temple is described in both I Kings and Ezekiel, in Ezekiel the description
is of a dream of the Temple. Bede does not refer to the passages of Ezekiel,
preferring the description in I Kings. In I Kings 5-7 the Temple of
Solomon's measurements, internal fittings, decoration and ritual objects are
described in detail. The intemal measurements were 60 cubits long, 20
cubits wide and 30 cubits in height.a8 The portico was 20 cubits long, 20
cubits wide and ten cubits deep.ae The Temple had three floors and there
were chambers around the sides and back of the Temple. The top floor
chamber was five cubits broad, the middle floor was six cubits broad and
the bottom floor was seven cubits,so thus the exterior walls sloped inwards.
The interior had a similar floor plan to the Tabernacle. It had trvo
chambers. The first chamber was 20 cubits wide, 40 cubits long and 30
cubits in height.sr The Holy of Holies that housed the Ark of the Covenant
was in the shape of a cube, its height, width and length all 20 cubits52 and it
was clearly elevated from the frst chamber.

De Templo gives a verse-by-verse commentary on I Kings 5-6.
However, Bede also included the description of the Temple in the
apocryphal Books of Paralipomenon, relying on Josephus regarding the
measurements of the Temple. II Paralipomenon does parallel many of the
measurements of Kings but there is an occasional discrepancy. According
to I Kings the height of the Temple is 30 cubits: this is generally taken to
be the internal height. II Paralipomenon claimed that the external height
was 120 cubits.53 Bede corrected what would appear to be a massive
inconsistency by explaining that the 30 cubits of Kings only reaches the
middle storey externally and that according to Josephus's account the
Temple roof was another 60 cubits.5a Thus, Bede claimed that the total of
the three floors and the height of the roof clearly were as II Paralipomenon

47

4E

49

50

5l

52

53

54

Bede, De Tabernaculo 1.4.14.
I Kings 6.2. The cubit is generally thought to be 18 inches or 45.72cm: W S
Caldecott So/o mon's Temple : I ts History and lts Structure (London, I 908).
Josephus claimed that it was two spanned hands: Josephus, lntiquities 3.6.5).
I Kings,6.3.
I Kings,6.5-6.
I Kings,6.17.
I King,6.20.
II Paralipomenon 3.4.
Josephus, lnriq uit ie s 8.3.2.
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And Solomon numbered (census) all the proselytes in the
land of Israel, after the numbering which David his father
had made and they were found a hundred and fifty-three
thousand and six hundred.u'

According to Paralipomenon some of these proselytes were included
amongst the workmen of the Temple. For Bede, the sons of Israel, the
proselytes and the gentiles worked on the house of the Lord. Among the
gentiles were King Hiram and his slaves who worked with Solomon's
slaves together cutting timber.

Every kind of person by whom the Church was to be built
had already gone before in the building of the Temple. For
the Jews and proselytes and gentiles converted to the truth of
the Gospel build one and the same Church of Christ whether
by upright living or by teaching as well.6t

Bede built an image of accord and unity in a common purpose. In
using II Paralipomenon 2.17 the common purpose is extended beyond Jews
and gentiles. However, unlike De Tabernacalo,in De Templo the verse-by-
verse cornmentary is selective, and Bede omitted verses from the selected
passage. Verses 5.7-12 werc omitted, and they state that Hiram would
deliver the skills, the cedars and the firs that Solomon desired in return for a
payment offood: 20 000 measures ofwheat and 20 measures ofpure oil
every year.* Bede's commentary implies that Hiram was assisting in the
building of the Temple for the common purpose, and not negotiating a
business contract. In addition, verses 6.ll-14 were omitted by Bede. In
these verses God commanded that Solomon execute God's judgement and
keep his commandments, for then God 'will dwell among the children of
Israel, and will not forsake my people Israel'.65 Notably the gentiles and the
proselytes were not included.

The remainder of De Templo is a description of the Temple that was
built and completed. Like De Tabernocalo, it is a Christian appropriation
of Jewish tradition using number symbolism and Christian allegory. Bede
presented the Tabernacle as a divine plan, not as a sanctuary of worship.
However, the image of the Temple that he represented was very different.
For Bede, Solomon's Temple was a holy sanctuary, but of prophetic
meaning heralding the universal church built for a united destiny.

62 
2 Paralioomenon 2.17.(r3 
Bede, De Templo 3.5.64 t Kines 5.1l.65 I Kinis 6.13.
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Tabernacle and the Temple were earthly sanctuarieso they differed from
other earthy sanctuaries since their plans were God-given. These other
churches were houses of Christian worship built for the glorification of God
and directed and planned by humans. For Bede, they were not symbols of
the image of God or of the universal church.

Many writers and artists have perceived the Christian church as an
image of God. In the fourth century, Eusebius hailed the Bishop of Tyre as

the second Solomon for his rebuilding ofthe cathedral of Tyre:7e

... one should call thee a new Bezalel the architect of a
divine tabernacle, or Solomon the king of a new and far
goodlier Jerusalem, or even a new Zerubbabel who bestowed
upon the Temple of God that glory which greatly exceeded

the former.so

In the twelfth century, Abbot Suger of Saint Denis claimed that the
light of God permeated the cathedral that he built at Saint Denis and that the
upper chapel of the western bays was 'most beautiful and worthy to be the
dwelling of angels'.8r

In Bede's descripion of the churches of Jerusalem in his De Locis
Sanctiss2 he closely paraphrased Adomn6n's De Locis Sanctis.s3 However,
whereas Adomn6n compared the 12 hanging lamps in the holy sepulchre
with the 12 apostles, Bede leaves out this description. Adomndn claimed
that in the entance on the southern side:

... according to the number of the twelve holy apostles,

twelve burning lamps shine always day and night. Four of
them are placed low down at the bottom of the sepulchral
bed: the other eight are placed higher up above the margin
towards the right-hand side.8a

For Bede:

The entrance is on the south side, where twelve lamps burn
day and night, four within the sepulchre and eight above it
on the right edge.85
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79

80
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84
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Bede, The Ecclesiastical History of the English People 5.20.
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S McKnight Crosby, The Royal Abbey of Saint-Denis: From lts Beginnings to the
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